Civics/Ch. 5: The Constitution – Comprehension Guide	Rappaport

Lesson 1: The Country’s First Governments
1. Constitution: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Bicameral: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Confederation: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Articles of Confederation: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Ratify: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Ordinance: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Ordinance of 1785: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Northwest Ordinance: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Shays’s Rebellion: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Each state has a governor.  The governor’s job was to ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Each state also had courts.  Court judges decided how to __________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Most state constitutions also included a _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. What is a bill of rights? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. A bill of rights can be traced back to what 2 documents? _______________________________________________&_________________________________________________
15. What did the Northwest Ordinance make against the law in the Northwest Territory? __________________________________________________________________________
16. Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation graph: Copy the graph on page 64 on a separate piece of paper and staple to your comprehension guide.
17. What is a delegate? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. The task of the delegates was to _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 2: Creating a New Constitution
1. Constitutional Convention: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Great Compromise: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Three-Fifths Compromise: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Electoral College: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Federalist: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Federalism: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. The Federalist Papers: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Anti-Federalist: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What is a convention? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What was the purpose of the convention in Philadelphia? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What 3 groups were not allowed to participate in the convention? ________________________________, _______________________________&________________________
12. Who led the convention? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. What document was written after they decided that the Articles of Confederation could not be fixed? _____________________________________________________________
14. The Virginia Plan called for a government with a _____________________________, a Congress with __________________________________, & ________________________.  The number of representatives in both houses of Congress would be based on __________________________________________________________________.  This would give ______________________________________________________ more votes – and more power – than ___________________________________________________________
15. Why did the delegates from the smaller states not like the Virginia Plan? _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
16. The small states introduced their own plan called the ________________________________________________________________________________________.  It called for a ______________________________________________________________________.  Each state would have one vote so ____________________________________________ _____________________________.  This plan thought a committee named by Congress should __________________________________________________________________
17. What is a compromise? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]Sherman’s plan called for two houses of Congress – a ________________________________________ and a _______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________. In the Senate, each state would have __________________________________________________________________
19. Why did the small states like this? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20. In the House, the number of members for each state would be _____________________________________________________________________________________________
21. Why did the large states like this? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. Americans had differing views of the Constitution.  Those who supported it were known as ______________________________________________________________________
23. Federalists believed that the Constitution would ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
24. People who opposed the Constitution were called _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
25. They argued that a strong central government would ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
26. They also thought it would favor _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

27. And they pointed out that the Constitution had ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 3: The Structure of the Constitution
1. Preamble: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Article: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Legislative branch: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Executive branch: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Judicial branch: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Interpret: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Amendment: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What is the highest law of the land? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What are the three parts of the Constitution? __________________________________, ________________________________&______________________________________
10. The Preamble.  On a separate piece of paper, list the 6 purposes of the Preamble on page 72 & staple to your comprehension guide.
11. How many articles are there? ____________________________.  The government is divided into _______________________________ called ____________________________
12. What is another name for the legislative branch? _________________________________________.  This branch has the power to _____________________________________
13. The executive branch carries out ______________________________________________ and makes sure laws _____________________________________________________
14. Which two people head up the executive branch? ______________________________________________&________________________________________________________
15. The judicial branch is made up of the ____________________________________________________.  Who heads the judicial branch? __________________________________
16. How many amendments are there total? ________________.  The first ten amendments are called the ____________________________________________________________
17. What are the two steps to amending the Constitution? _________________________________________________&_________________________________________________
18. Explain the two ways an amendment can be proposed? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19. How many states must ratify an amendment for it to be approved? _________________________________________________________________________________________
20. Why are “formal” amendments? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21. Who is the final judge of what the Constitution means? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson 4: Principles of the Constitution 
1. Popular sovereignty: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Limited government: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Rule of law: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Separation of powers: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Checks and balances: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Enumerated powers: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Reserved powers: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Concurrent powers: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Supremacy clause: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10. What are principles? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What are the five basic principles of the U.S. government? _______________________________________________&________________________________________________ &___________________________________________________&_____________________________________________________&____________________________________
12. How does the Constitution ensure, or guarantee, popular sovereignty? ______________________________________________________________________________________
13. The writers of the Constitution did not want ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Under separation of powers, each branch has some power, but no __________________________________________________________________________________________
15. What did the writers of the Constitution do so that one branch could still not control the other two? ______________________________________________________________
16. There are many checks and balances in the _____________________________________________________________________________________.  They allow the branches of government to ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Federalism – Under this system, power is ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Which powers are listed, or spelled out, such as setting up post offices and printing money? _____________________________________________________________________
19. Which powers are only given to the states which means they oversee the school system? _______________________________________________________________________
20. Which powers belong to both levels of government, national and state, and deal with taxes, courts, and prisons? ____________________________________________________
21. Supremacy clause means that federal law has ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. The ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ has authority over both. 
23. Federal and State Powers Graph: On page 78, copy the federal and state powers graph on a separate piece of paper and staple to comprehension guide
