Civics: Ch. 10: Political Parties History Primary Source Activity	Rappaport
Lesson 1: History of Political Parties
Party Platforms
Every four years, before they hold their national presidential nominating conventions, both the Democratic and Republican parties adopt a party platform. The platform is a document that describes the party’s position on a wide range of important issues. Each issue, such as health care or global warming, is called a plank. The platform opens with a preamble that briefly explains the document’s purpose and general philosophy.
Directions: Read the first paragraphs from the 2008 Democratic and Republican party platforms and answer the questions that follow.
Preamble to the Democratic Party Platform
We come together in a defining moment in the history of our nation – the nation that led the 20th century, built a thriving middle class, defeated fascism and communism, and provided bountiful opportunity to many. We Democrats have a special commitment to this promise of America. We believe that every American, whatever their background or station [social position] in life, should have the chance to get a good education, to work at a good job with good wages, to raise and provide for a family, to live in safe surroundings, and to retire with dignity and security. We believe that quality and affordable health care is a basic right. We believe that each succeeding generation should have the opportunity, through hard work, service, and sacrifice, to enjoy a brighter future than the last....
Preamble to the Republican Party Platform
This is a platform of enduring principle, not passing convenience – the product of the most open and transparent process in American political history. We offer it to our fellow Americans in the assurance that our Republican ideals are those that unify our country: Courage in the face of foreign foes. An optimistic patriotism, driven by a passion for freedom. Devotion to the inherent [basic] dignity and rights of every person. Faith in the virtues of self-reliance, civic commitment, and concern for one another. Distrust of government’s interference in people’s lives. Dedication to a rule of law that protects and preserves liberty....
Analyzing Primary Sources
Directions: Answer the following questions 
1. Summarizing: According to the Democrats, what opportunities should be available to all Americans? ________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Identifying: The Republican platform lists several ideals that the party believes unify our country.  Name three of them.  __________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Defining: The Republican Party Platform mentions “civic commitment.”  What does that mean to you? ___________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Identifying: Which party believes that good and affordable health care is a basic right for all Americans? ___________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Read the following excerpts from selected planks within the party platforms and then answer the questions that follow. 

On Energy: Democratic Party Plank
...We know we can’t drill our way to energy independence and so we must summon all of our ingenuity and legendary hard work and we must invest in research and development, and deployment [expansion] of renewable energy. Technologies—such as solar, wind, geothermal as well as technologies to store energy through advanced batteries....
On Energy: Republican Party Plank
...If we are to have the resources we need to achieve energy independence, we simply must draw more American oil from American soil....
Republicans support [solar and wind energy] and other alternative energy resources, including geothermal and hydropower, and anticipate technological developments that will increase their economic viability [practical].
On the Environment: Democratic Party Plank
...If we are to have the resources we need to achieve energy independence, we simply must draw more American oil from American soil....Republicans support [solar and wind energy] and other alternative energy resources, including geothermal and hydropower, and anticipate technological developments that will increase their economic viability [practical].
On the Environment: Republican Party Plank
Republicans caution against the doomsday climate change scenarios...We can – and should – address the risk of climate change based on sound science without succumbing to the no-growth radicalism that treats climate change as dogma [absolute truth] rather than as situations to be managed responsibly.
Analyzing Primary Sources
5. Contrasting: What is the major difference between the Democratic and Republican position on energy? ___________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Identifying: Which party platform views climate change as an imminent threat? _______________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Analyzing: How important do you think a party’s platform is to voters & why?  Refer to the excerpts above in your answer. _________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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