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Background SummaryBackground Summary  

  
The writers of the Constitution based our country’s legal system on ideas that have been passed 

down through generations. Laws set rules for acceptable behavior that help people live together 

peacefully, and laws also establish punishments that discourage criminals from committing acts 

of violence such as robbery, murder, and assault. Laws also set guidelines for resolving civil dis-

putes such as disagreements over property boundaries and contracts. Laws are constantly being 

changed and updated to reflect changes in society. 

 
Through a narrator, this story shows us how early laws developed and how they have changed 

through the centuries. Beginning with the cave-people, the story covers the highpoints of legal 

history. It examines the Code of Hammurabi, the first written code of law, and then moves on to 

cover the Chinese Legalists, Greek law, Roman law, and British law. The novel ends with a brief 

look at American law and speculates on how our laws might change in the future. 

 
 

 
 

ActivitiesActivities  
  

Illustrating 

This graphic novel suggests that even cave-people must have had some unwritten laws in order 

to settle disputes among themselves. Ask students to imagine a disagreement that might have 

come up between neighboring cave-people and to write a law that would resolve the problem. 

The dispute might be about who gets to live in a particular cave or who invented the hammer. 

Encourage creativity and let them have fun with it. 

 

Opinion Writing 

Have students refer to the textbook and make a list of the ways government Web sites can be 

used to help citizens learn about their government and how they can get involved in it. Then 

have them access a state government Web site and use it to research a new law currently under 

consideration by their state legislature. Ask them to summarize the law in a paragraph or two 

and to indicate how the law will affect them. 
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